
Summer 2019 – AP English Mrs. Nancy Hollingsworth 

 

 Welcome to AP English Literature!  This course is designed to include literature 

from around the world and to prepare you to take the Advanced Placement Literature test.  

I love teaching this class and look forward to our time together.  I have selected the 

summer reading to help prepare for next year by broadening your background and giving 

a little practice in reading thoughtfully.  These books may already be on a shelf in your 

home or are easily available at any new or used bookstore. 

 

Please read How to Read Literature Like a Professor by Thomas Foster.  This is a 

very readable text that will enhance the reading you will do the rest of the year.  Think 

about the books you have read recently as you read Foster’s book. 

 

Please also read The Poisonwood Bible by Barbara Kingsolver.  This is a real 

favorite of mine, and I can’t wait to see what you think!  I believe it will tie in nicely with 

some other pieces we will read during the year. Kingsolver’s book is very long, I warn 

you, but it is not hard to read.  It infuriates me every single time I read it, but it also 

makes me laugh, cheer, and sometimes cry.  Keep the Foster book handy as you read and 

think about how they go together (specifically, choose three chapters in HtRLLaP you 

think most apply). Watch for point of view, characterization, symbolism, setting, 

organization, irony…all that good literary stuff. 

 

When school starts you will be evaluated on summer reading through a group 

project and an essay.  We will discuss the novel together and begin learning to ask some 

AP-type questions about what we are reading.  Be assured that I re-read every single 

assignment as you read for the first time.  I am very excited about what the next school 

year holds for us. 

 

Please join our Google Classroom.  The class is called "Summer 2019 AP 
Literature."  The code is mq535j. 


